
 

 

  
 
Press Release Friday 9 July 2004 
 
LI ON TELEVI SI ON SECURES ARTS &  BOOKS COMMI SSI ON FOR 
BBC4   
 
Yes really happy with the announcement.  We want to focus in this on the 
Miriam Margolies and book programme commissions.  This is an area we 
have really worked hard to develop - first with Readers and Writers, then 
with Battle of the Books and latterly with Mediterranean Tales - Irma Kurtz's 
jaunt round the Med in the footsteps of Twain. 
  
So something based around the recognition of our success and imagination in 
refreshing books and arts coverage on TV would be great.  Rick Shaw is a 
real talent with an unusual pedigree and someone we want to boost. 
NEW ARTS COMMISSIONS  
 
THE BOOK SHOW .  A new 13 part commission from BBC Scotland for BBC4.  
A new weekly book programme.  A magazine programme looking at 
contemporary writers, on air from September to December 2004.  An 
intelligent, accessible new look at the faces of contemporary British writing 
with filmed reports, major interviews and a critical roundup of the best 
writing on the UK bookshelves . Presented by a group of people familiar from 
past BBC4 books programmes including Mariella Frostrup and James 
Naughtie and produced by Lion Television Scotland.   
 
Commissioned by George Entwistle Executive Editor Topical Arts BBC and 
Executive Produced for BBC Scotland by Andrew Lockyer. 
 
Previous commissions in this area by this team include. The Readers and 
Writers Roadshow (series 1 and 2) and The Big Read; Battle of the Books.  
Series 2 of Battle of the Books is currently on air on BBC4. 
 
DICKENS IN AMERICA.  A new 10 part commission from BBC Scotland for 
BBC4.  A travelogue retracing the journeys that Charles Dickens took through 
America in 1842 and his subsequent lecture tour 25 years later. Presented by 
the much loved actress and Dickens expert Miriam Margolyes.  Many are 
familiar with Charles Dickens obsession with Victorian London but few know 
about his extraordinary and passionate history with America, in a remarkably 
prescient and timely book AMERICAN NOTES Dickens recorded his 
impressions of his 3,000 mile odyssey around America and described the 
emerging democracy in all its scale, eccentricity and variety.   Directed by 
Emmy Award-winning director Christopher Swann (four time Emmy nominee 
- Prix Italia winner and winner of BAFTA award for best documentary 
direction) and filmed by Tom Hayward (the winner of Broadcast Young Talent 
Awards Best Young Camerman 2004).  Richard Shaw will Series Produce and 
co-direct. 



 

 

 
 
Commissioned by  Roly Keating, Krishan Arora,and Franny Moyle and 
Executive Produced for the BBC by Krishan Arora and Andrew Lockyer at BBC 
Scotland 
 
Previous commissions in this area by this team include Mediterranean Tales 
with Irma Kurtz originally 10x30mins for BBC4 and currently on air on BBC4 
as 10x10mins shorts. 
 
OTHER INFORMATION  
 
Richard Shaw, up to 2000 Director of Public Affairs Royal Opera House 
Covent Garden, previously Deputy Chief Executive English National Ballet.  
Joined Lion Television as Series Producer in 2001, appointed Executive 
Producer Lion Television 2004.   Lion Television is part of All3Media group. 
 
People who may talk generously to journalists about their experiences with 
Lion Television for background material - if you were able to get a 
column/interview etc - might include Roly Keating (Controller BBC2), Irma 
Kurtz (presenter Mediterranean Tales, James Naughtie (host Battle of the 
Books) and Kevin Day (comedian and co-presenter Battle of the Books).   
 
A Dickens in America treatment is attached by way of background.  Miriam 
Margolyes biography is included in that treatment with pictures.  I also attach 
a b/w pic of Miriam and a b/w pic of me.  Let me know if you need better 
resolution or different pics. 
 
 
 
recent renewed interest/commitment to arts programmes at the moment and 
the growth in book TV in the last few months as evidenced by Big 
Read/Richard and Judy Book Club etc.   
 
Richard Shaw 
 
In 2001 I left my job as Director of Public Affairs for the Royal Opera House 
Covent Garden having been there for three years during rebuilding and 
through re-opening.  I'd been in the arts (National Theatre, English National 
Ballet etc) for 15 years but I'd decided that I wanted to carry on working in 
the arts - but do it on TV. Loads of people told me then that that ambition (to 
combine TV and the arts) was a bit antithetical at that time - but  I came to 
Lion with a few thoughts, since when we have been quietly but industriously 
beavering away and this is what we've produced in the field: 
 
- we've been in the schedules on BBC4 ever since opening week producing 
weekly topical talk programmes featuring guests ranging from Nobel Prize 



 

 

winner Nadine Gordimer, Booker prize-winners, Ian McEwan and Margaret 
Atwood, Oscar winner Frederic Raphael, Philip Pullman, Doris Lessing, Peter  
 
 
Ackroyd, Paulo Coelho, Maya Angelou, Stephen Fry, Fay Weldon, Joanna 
Trollope, Joyce Carol Oates…the list is endless and covers all genres from the 
hugely popular to the enormously literary, fiction and non fiction, adult and 
children literature.  At the last count I think we had notched up a total of 117 
talk programmes for BBC4 in all since March 2002. I can do you a full roll-call 
of the contributors if you're interested - the full list is staggering. 
 
- we created a new literary discussion series for BBC4 as part of the Big Read 
in 2003 called 'Battle of the Books'. (20x30min)  It's been successfully 
recommissioned for 2004 (16x30mins).  It is hosted by Jim Naughtie from 
the Today Programme and it features Mariella Frostrup and Kevin Day as the 
regular 'advocates' and a range of different guests each week.  It goes out 
every Wednesday night from next week until the end of August. 
 
- we have taken books out of the studio and on location with events from all 
the major literary festivals in the UK from Edinburgh to Hay on Wye in 2002 
and 2003 
 
- in late 2003 Irma Kurtz circumnavigated the whole of the Mediterranean in 
the footsteps of Mark Twain from Gibraltar to Jerusalem meeting writers in a 
10x 30min series called 'Mediterranean Tales'. It went out in Jan- March 
2004 and the series is getting an immediate repeat on BBC4 throughout May 
and June and I'm also currently re-cutting it as 10 minute 'postcards'. 
 
- And in a moment we hope to have the next big travel/book series ready to 
announce for later this year.  Which if it comes off is going to be tremendous 
casting and a great project. - I don't know if the boys have filled you in on it. 
 
Nick Ware (now Creative Director of BBC Learning) might say some nice 
things about us, as might Roly Keating (Controller of BBC4) and Nick Kent 
(at Oxford Films) has been heard to be complementary about our books 
output.  That's the story really - don't know what you think. 
 
 


